
 

Tone Vocabulary - List #3 

1 candid 

frank, outspoken; open and sincere 
SYN: straightforward, blunt                      ANT: devious, untruthful 
 
Rather than mislead the citizens of the town by diminishing the severity of the 
oncoming storm, the mayor spoke candidly about the imminent danger and 
encouraged residents to evacuate.  

2  dubious 

Wavering or hesitating; inclined to doubt 
SYN: debatable, skeptical               ANT: believable, certain 
 
While sitting on Santa’s lap, my younger sister gave him a dubious look when his 
beard started to slip down his chin.  

3 facetious 

Not meant to be taken seriously or literally; amusing; humorous 
SYN: amusing, comical, clever                   ANT: formal, grave, serious 
 
My amazing English teacher often inserts facetious memes into her powerpoints 
and lessons to add a comic relief to otherwise serious subject matter. 

4 insipid 

Without distinctive, interesting, or stimulating qualities, vapid 
SYN: dull, bland                             ANT: original, interesting 
 
My professor’s insipid personality was emphasized even more by his predictable, 
monotone wardrobe and humdrum voice.  

5 overbearing 

Domineering, dictatorial; haughtily or rudely arrogant 
SYN: imperious, bossy            ANT: democratic, humble 
 
I always dread having to visit my overbearing aunt; she always seems to assert 
control over every detail of the day, from what we eat for breakfast to route we 
should take to get to the restaurant. 

6 placid 

Pleasantly calm or peaceful; tranquil  
SYN: even-tempered, gentle    ANT: agitated, disturbed 
 
I admire my mother for her placid demeanor; while others seem to get agitated at 
life’s inconveniences, such as losing one’s keys, she always seems to remain calm.  

7 poignant 

Keenly distressing to the feelings; affecting or moving the emotions 
SYN: emotional, heartrending, heartbreaking        ANT: indifferent, unmoving 
 
To Kill a Mockingbird is a poignant coming of age tale in which issues of race and 
injustice are explored through the eyes of an innocent young narrator.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

8 

 
 
pretentious 
 

Characterized by assumption of dignity or importance 
SYN: pompous, conceited                   ANT: modest 
 
The hostess tried to calmly inform the pretentious patron that his party would be 
seated as soon as there was room; however, he indignantly stormed out, yelling, ‘I 
can’t believe they don’t know who I am!’ 

9 reassuring 

Restoring or assuring confidence 
SYN: encouraging, consoling                            ANT: discouraging, depressing 
 
Despite our losing score at halftime, our coach was reassuring and encouraged us 
to give our best effort, regardless of the number on the scoreboard. 

10 reverent 

Deeply respectful; showing great esteem 
SYN: respectful, deferential                           ANT: impolite, rude 
 
When visiting the Bonfire Memorial at Texas A&M University, I encountered many 
other visitors reverently walking around the symbolic circle, paying their respects to 
those killed in the tragedy. 

11 righteous 

Believing oneself to be morally right and just; guiltless  
SYN: virtuous, honorable               ANT: corrupt, dishonest 
 
At the beginning of Sophocles’ Antigone, the newly appointed king, Creon, publicly 
announces his righteous decision to punish the individual who broke his decree 
regarding the burial of of the traitor, Polyneices. 

12 satiric 
/satirical 

Using irony, sarcasm, or ridicule to expose, denounce, or deride  human vice, 
folly,  
SYN: acerbic, sarcastic, mocking                    ANT: kind, mild 
 
Jonathan Swift’s famous 1729 work, “A Modest Proposal”, is a satiric masterpiece 
in which he proposes that poor Irish farmers should sell their young children as food 
to the wealthy classes. 

13 sinister 

Threatening or portending evil, harm, or trouble; ominous 
SYN: evil, malevolent           ANT: good, benevolent 
 
In the novel, Lord of the Flies, William Golding uses Simon’s sinister encounter with 
the grotesque Lord of the Flies to illustrate the innate and disturbing evil nature of 
mankind in the absence of civilization. 

14 solemn 

Grave, sober, or mirthless; serious; gravely or somberly impressive 
SYN: somber, thoughtful, reflective     ANT: excited, joyful 
 
The former president’s funeral was a solemn occasion in which many family 
members, dignitaries, and friends reflected on his accomplished life.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

15 

 
 
sophomoric 

Suggestive of or resembling the traditional sophomore; intellectually 
pretentious, overconfident, conceited, etc., but immature 
SYN: inexperienced, naive, young                ANT: experienced, knowledgeable  
 
The librarian rebuked the students’ sophomoric behavior as they loudly ran through 
the library while other students were attempting to study. 

16 terse 

Neatly or effectively concise; abruptly concise 
SYN: brief, curt, pithy,                        ANT: verbose, long-winded 
 
During my interview, I could sense the the interviewer was eager to leave based on 
his terse responses to my questions.   

17 vibrant 

Pulsating with energy; vigorous, energetic, vital 
SYN: dynamic, energetic                                ANT: apathetic, dispirited 
 
My best friend, Ismene, has one of those vibrant personalities that one can’t help 
but notice and admire. People are instantly attracted to her natural energy and zeal 
for life, or joie de vivre, as the French call it.  

18 vindictive 

revengeful; spiteful; bitter; unforgiving 
SYN: cruel, malicious                                   ANT: compassionate, forgiving 
 
Cinderella’s cruel step mother locks her in in her room as a vindictive ploy to 
prevent the prince from finding her, and ultimately learning her true identity.  

19 whimsical 

given to whimsy or fanciful notions; capricious  
SYN: amusing, eccentric                ANT: boring, common, standard 
 
As I perused some of the exhibits at the Museum of Modern Art, I could not help but 
admire the whimsical works of famous artists, including Van Gogh, Dali, and 
Picasso. Their unique use of color and shapes was captivating.  

20 zealous 

ardently active, devoted, or diligent 
SYN: impassioned, fervent                     ANT: apathetic, dispassionate 
 
Many teams in college football have a zealous desire to beat the number one 
ranked Alabama; however, that goal continues to elude them year after year as 
Alabama continues to win. 

 


